
Board Resolution Honoring Patrick Goldsworthy 

 

 Patrick Goldsworthy served the Sierra Club long and well. He was a founder 

of the Club’s Northwest Chapter, and of allied regional environmental organizations, 

notably the North Cascades Conservation Council (NCCC). 

Having joined the Club in Berkeley, he moved to Seattle, where he soon heard 

about illegal logging being allowed by the superintendent within Olympic National 

Park. He went to take photographs and helped stop the logging. His involvement 

with the Olympic Park Associates gave him the model for the NCCC. 

 Most importantly of Pat’s long involvement in conservation work, for us and 

for all Americans—indeed, to the world—Pat led the NCCC’s conservation campaign, 

first for establishment of the Glacier Peak Wilderness in 1960, then for the 

Wilderness Act in 1964, and then the campaign to preserve one of the most iconic of 

our national parks: the North Cascades National Park. 

 When Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall visited Seattle for the 1962 

World’s Fair, a colleague urged Pat not to bother him with North Cascades advocacy. 

Not Pat: armed with maps, he waylaid Udall at a reception and laid out the case for 

the park.  Between 1963 and 1965 a joint National Park Service-Forest Service study 

laid the ground-work for establishing a North Cascades National Park and adjacent 

large conservation units. 

In 1968, Congress passed the North Cascades Act.  While not perfect—none are—

the Act represented an important and vital start for conservation in the North 

Cascades.  The Act, established the 684,000-acre North Cascades National Park 

Complex,  that included the Ross Lake and Lake Chelan National Recreation Areas, 

the new Pasayten Wilderness, and additions to the existing Glacier Peak 

Wilderness—over 1,200,000 acres in all.  When President Lyndon B. Johnson signed 

the bill into law, Pat stood at his side.  The whole legislative package was the fitting 

answer to a Forest Supervisor’s angry question to a group protesting logging: “Just 

what do you people want?” Pat was perpetually genial, always self-effacing, ever 

eager to give the credit to others. He was a particular inspiration to each young 

person he encountered. Pat was a leader in a number of campaigns to expand 

wilderness protection on both the west and east sides of the North Cascades that 
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helped fill in one of the largest blocks of protected federal lands in the lower forty-

eight states.  Pat remained active in every major wilderness battle in Western 

Washington up until his death.  He helped stop the High Ross Dam that would have 

flooded parts of North Ccascades Park, worked to establish wilderness in 

Washington’s national parks, and helped pass the Wild Sky Wilderness and Alpine 

Lakes Wilderness. Today, as a result of Pat’s work and inspiration, Americans have a 

nearly unbroken block of Wilderness and National Park lands stretching along the 

Cascade Crest from the Canadian Border to just south of Mt Rainier National Park.  

Pat imbued generations of the Sierra Club’s chapter and group leaders and to 

Club staff members, particularly in the Northwest Office, with his dedication, his 

persistence, and his confidence that our political system could and would match his 

vision if we were effective advocates. There was not a cynical bone in his body. 

 Pat lived a full life, so we cannot so much mourn his passing as honor his 

legacy and take his example to renew our own commitment to the work he 

pioneered.  

 The Board of Directors of the Sierra Club joins our Northwest Chapter and 

the entire Sierra Club family in expressing our condolences to Pat’s family, knowing 

that they have the solace of his extraordinary achievements as we follow the high 

pathway he led us on, as he has passed over the highest ridge. 

 

 


