
Idaho State Highway 12:   

Wild & Scenic Byway or Big Oil’s Tentacle to the Tar Sands? 
 

Highway 12, a two-lane, twisting mountain road hugging the Lochsa and Clearwater rivers, 

roughly follows the path the Lewis and Clark expedition took through Idaho wilderness.  It is 

where the travelers met the Nez Perce people, who welcomed and fed them.  

It is the Nez Perce home for time immemorial.  Now a recreation paradise, 

anglers, whitewater rafters, campers, and cyclists flock here by the 

thousands, boosting the local economy and property values along the route.   

 

Today it has been targeted by Big Oil as the fastest and cheapest way to 

reach the Tar Sands in Alberta, Canada.  The quality of life of the residents 

living along this all American Highway is now under threat.  It is an 

unacceptable risk to Idaho’s tourism and recreation economy, to salmon and 

steelhead, to Idaho’s clean water and fresh air, and it is an assault on the 

Nez Perce people and Idaho’s cultural history.  

 

Megaloads will and already have disrupted Idaho’s commercial traffic that use the highway 

daily.  We witnessed the interruptions and unanticipated problems of the initial loads.  Imagine 

hundreds, night after night.  Idahoans need Highway 12 to operate normally, supporting the 

local and state businesses that use it.  

 

As one of only 27 All American Highways, megaloads will kill the reputation of Highway 12 as 

a place motorists can visit and enjoy a peaceful mountain drive. 

 

State resources are being thrown into this widening sinkhole and the burden falls on us as Idaho 

citizens.  Expensive infrastructure repairs like wear and tear from gargantuan shipments will 

likely fall on the shoulders of Idaho taxpayers.  Allowing Big Oil to turn Highway 12 into their  

personal route to the Tar Sands is not good for Idaho. 

 

Not only have state resources already been wasted, more is to come.  Idaho’s leaders did not 

foresee the problems these loads have already caused and how just two loads have disrupted so 

many lives and they need to reconsider their support.  We have already seen that Exxon lied to 

them and us, claiming Highway 12 was the only possible route inland.  Big Oil does not have 

Idaho’s interests at heart.     

 

The Sierra Club, Idaho Rivers United, and Advocates for the West have come together to protect 

the Idaho we all love.  We oppose Big Oil turning Wild & Scenic Highway 12 into Big Oil’s 

tentacle to the Tar Sands and a permanent high-and-wide corridor.    
 

 

 

 

 
AdvocatesWest.org 

(208) 342-7024 

IdahoRivers.org                     Idaho.SierraClub.org       

(208) 343-7481            (208) 384-1023 

 



The Alberta Tar Sands and H2Oil 

 
Most Americans have never heard of the Alberta Tar Sands, yet it is one of the largest and most 

destructive projects on Earth.  This little-known industrial mega-project is creating an ongoing 

environmental disaster in Canada, and is now threatening to create one here in the United States. 

 

Tar sands oil is mined from a black sticky substance called bitumen, found beneath the vast 

boreal forest in Alberta, Canada.  To extract tar sands crude, oil companies clear-cut ancient 

forest, then strip mine the soil beneath it, using huge quantities of fresh water and natural gas to 

separate the oil from bitumen.  The process leaves behind giant toxic lakes that are linked to 

abnormally high rates of cancer in neighboring communities and are large enough to be seen 

from space. 

 

But it doesn’t stop there.  The oil industry is expanding facilities to process this toxic oil here in 

the United States through a network of refineries and pipelines.  Public health in several states is 

under threat from dramatic increases in refining pollution, and massive pipelines are planned to 

cross the United States’ largest freshwater aquifer, which supplies one-third of our nation’s 

agriculture. 

 

Communities in Alberta have long been speaking out about the damage tar sands poses to their 

health through water and air pollution.  Now, Americans from Minnesota to Houston are 

worried about Canada’s tar sands explosion poisoning their water, destroying their farmland, 

and contaminating their air.   

 

Tar sands are destructive at every stage of their lifecycle, from the ravaged boreal forests of 

Northern Canada to the choked communities in refining corridors across America.  But the 

indigenous communities living  closest to the land bear special witness to its destruction.  Tribes 

have spoken out on the toll tar sands have taken on their ancestral lands and the water and 

wildlife that supports their culture and community.   

 

You have chosen to be a part of the solution by coming to 
see the documentary H2Oil.  We hope that the movie touches 

and motivates you.  At the very least it may prompt all of us to 

think about our actions, reconsider or preplan that car ride, 

appreciate a fresh glass of water, and thank the stars for a 

breath of clean air.   

 

But what will we leave in our wake?  Will our children and 

grandchildren have fresh water and clean air or will they wish 

we had more deeply considered their quality of life and the 

health of the planet? 

 

You may have more questions than answers after this evening’s 

film.  Please feel free to contact any one of our organizations.     

 

Thank you from Advocates for the West, Idaho Rivers United, 

and Sierra Club - working together to take Gulliver down!  


