
"Dirty, Expensive, Unnecessary” -  Kemper Plant Settlement, Mississippi 
 
By Louie Miller 
  
Where to begin...how about we rewind the clock back to the 2008 when I was stopped in the 
hallowed marble halls of the Ms Legislature by a lobbyist who handed me an obscure bill called 
the Baseload Act.  
  
Thus began my entry into the world of 'regulated' utility monopolies and head on into the cult-
like iconic institution known as Southern Company (SOCO) and its subsidiary Mississippi Power 
(MPCO). 
  
MPCO was pushing this bill that would change 65 years of case law and allow them to start 
charging customers in advance for building something known as an Integrated Gasification 
Combined Cycle (IGCC) quote "Clean Coal" Plant with carbon capture and sequestration (CCS). 
  
It was heralded as the future of coal sporting a new patented technology known as Transport 
Integrated Gasification or simply TRIG. It was co-owned by KBR and SOCO and would 
revolutionize burning low rank lignite ‘coal' mined out of a proposed 45 square mile strip mine 
in the middle of a pastoral county in east Mississippi known as Kemper. Up till then Kemper’s 
claim to fame was the birth place of the legendary U.S. Senator John Cornelius Stennis. 
  
The project was being promoted across the political spectrum from Republican powerhouse 
Governor Haley Barbour to the Obama Administration, DOE, and EPA.  More recently, EPA 
pointed to Kemper as an example for why it is requiring CCS for new coal plants as fig leaf for 
the Carbon Rule. 
  
DOE cabinet Secretary Moniz came to Kemper with a motorcade of Energy Ministers from 18 
foreign countries to trumpet Kemper stating; "We need a hundred more just like this one”.... 
  
Even among many national clean energy and environmental groups, our opposition was 
questioned and criticized. 
 
MPCO was a company that walked on water after Hurricane Katrina, in part for getting the 
lights back on, a monumental task indeed. The goodwill and influence MPCO enjoyed among 
elected officials was second to none, prompting one of my stalwart Senators to call me in his 
office and impart some friendly advice, “Louie, MPCO has been real good to us up here, I would 
advise you to find another rabbit to chase”. 
 
As this fight unfolded I began to realize the depth of their political influence leading another 
political friend to coin my new name “Maytag Repairman, the loneliest guy in town” after the 
infamous TV commercial from the 70’s. 
 



The ad campaign to promote Kemper over the years has been daunting to say the least, millions 
spent by MPCO on the print media market, radio and relentless TV ads leading to essentially a 
purchased blackout of information regarding the real impacts of Kemper. 
 
For those who were not for sale, intimidation followed. Even staunch conservative Republican 
group Bigger Pie Forum, populated by retired “titans” of industry was not spared. There tag 
was; “Kemper, Capital Cronyism”; they were targeted resulting in John Grisham-esque intrigue 
with private detectives following people, State Auditor investigations of trumped up charges 
brought by front groups out of Alabama named Partnership for Affordable Clean Energy (PACE) 
and Job Keepers. 
 
A stacked deck indeed! 
 
But as fate would have it, we assembled a core team of champions, our long standing MS 
environmental lawyer extraordinaire Robert Wiygul, Andrea Issod from the ELP program, Jenna 
Garland Deputy Press Secretary and a heroic group of volunteers headed up by the irascible 
Linda “Get on the Bus” St. Martin, who unexpectedly passed away less than two months ago; 
Kemper County resident Barbara Correro (“Some things are just not for sale”), and a dogged 
Chapter Chair Michael Berk who always kept his eye on the prize and  Alison "Sage Advise" 
Horton who helped navigate the plethora of pitfalls over the 6 yrs of this campaign. 
 
Our slogan “Dirty Expensive Unnecessary” became the motto of this campaign and has 
appeared in hundreds of publications ranging from the UK Guardian, Wall Street Journal, NHK 
Japanese TV to the Jackson Free Press and the Kemper Messenger. Our vigorous media 
campaign soon took root and our legitimacy was finally established after an unprecedented 9-0 
ruling from the Mississippi Supreme Court. We were finally in the driver’s seat. 
 
Our 3-prong attack - Legal, Legislative, Administrative - left no stone unturned, kicking them 
when they were up and kicking them when they were down. The strategy of “you never win a 
environmental issue in the South if it is not based on economics”, paid huge dividends, leading 
us to the unfamiliar role of defacto consumer advocate. 
 
The campaign results speak for themselves: 

-       9-0 vote of the Ms Supreme Court overturning the first Certificate for Kemper 

-       Successful appeal of the second Cert. leading to the just announced settlement. 

-       The firing of the CEO of MPCO 

-       The firing of the MPCO VP of generation development 

-       The firing of KBR as general contractor building Kemper 



-       The Southern District PSC Commissioner tendering his resignation in the middle of his 
second term 

-       Yesterday’s PSC order canceling Prudence Hearings until such time as MPCO can 
demonstrate the experimental plant can achieve commercial operation for a reasonable 
period of time sufficient to demonstrate viability and availability…. 

While we were unsuccessful in stopping MPCO’s damn-the-torpedoes-full-steam-ahead effort 
to construct the plant, this may in and of itself be the downfall of the Company yet. 
 
Hence the $5.6 BILLION dollar price tag for 582MW making Kemper the most expensive power 
plant ever built in the United States on a per MW basis and no end in sight on cost overruns and 
delays….sometime in mid-2015, an election year in which Kemper will be a red hot issue. 
 
To date it has cost the SOCO stockholders over $1.6 Billion in cost overruns….unthinkable if not 
for our relentless “carpet bombing” media campaign. 
 
In conclusion as I like to say: “Six Flags would pay good money for a roller coaster ride like this.” 
 
In turn we took on the most intransigent, politically connected utility in the country and against 
all odds successfully, strangled the concept of clean coal in the cradle. Never again will an 
investor or utility look at clean coal as a good bang for the buck. 
 
Fundamental to this settlement agreement are the Sierra Club’s “Diversity Equity and Inclusion 
Principles” providing $15 Million in energy efficiency for low income households and high 
profile, replicable renewable energy demonstration projects with educational opportunities. 
 
MPCO must cease burning coal in 3 power plants: One in Greene County, AL, Sweatt (Meridian, 
MS), and Watson (Gulfport, MS); totaling 1445MW of coal fired power and reducing mercury by 
over 1,200 pounds. 
 
Watson being located in the heart of North Gulfport, a historic African American community. 
 
Further the settlement provides some protections for Kemper residents by: 

-       Upgrading retention ponds to a 100-year flood event 

-       Prohibits road closures from mining operations without first providing access to 
emergency vehicles and traffic 

-       Provides mechanism to revisit air permit in 3 years to address mercury emissions. 

-       $2 Million dollars to purchase critical habitat for the endangered Mississippi gopher 
frog, the rarest amphibian in the country, with less than 100 adults that remain in the wild. 



Conserving frog habitat was the brilliant idea of lead activist Linda St. Martin. This provides 
for purchasing a significant portion of the frog’s habitat that we intend to dedicate the 
conservation land in Linda’s honor. 

Last but certainly not least, the big prize in providing a quantum leap forward for Mississippi to 
a clean energy future; is the hard-fought concession from Mississippi Power that they will not 
oppose a net metering rule at the PSC or the state legislature. This rule contains all of the bells 
and whistles that are key ingredients for providing a robust vehicle for residential and 
commercial roof-top solar and wind. Up until now, Mississippi was one of five states in the 
nation where net metering was prohibited. 
 
Clearly much work lies ahead to bird-dog this agreement and ensure it comes to full fruition. 
 
This landmark settlement has resulted in a flurry of news coverage including: 
 
Clarion Ledger (MS): Kemper Plant Settlement Reached 
  
Sun Herald (MS): Mississippi Power Converting its Coal Units to Gas 
  
AP: Mississippi Power, Sierra settle coal litigation 
  
WSJ: Sierra Club Ends Opposition to Southern Co. Clean-Coal Plant in Mississippi 
  
WLOX-13 (MS): What the Mississippi Power/Sierra Club settlement means for customers 
  
Jackson Free Press (MS): Kemper Coal Plant Legal Battles Over 
  
SNL: Southern/Sierra Club settlement resolves major challenge to IGCC 
  
eNewsPark Forest: Agreement Brings Clean Energy Investments, Cleaner Air to Mississippi 
  
E&E News: Mississippi Power settlement clears way for expansion of renewables 

 
 

http://www.clarionledger.com/story/news/local/2014/08/04/kemper-plant-settlement-reached/13574007/
http://www.sunherald.com/2014/08/04/5728808/mississippi-power-converting-its.html#emlnl=Breaking_News
http://www.newsobserver.com/2014/08/04/4049920/miss-power-sierra-settle-kemper.html
http://online.wsj.com/articles/sierra-club-ends-opposition-to-southern-co-clean-coal-plant-in-mississippi-1407184753?tesla=y
http://www.wlox.com/story/26195564/what-the-mississippi-powersierra-club-settlement-means-for-customers
http://www.jacksonfreepress.com/news/2014/aug/04/kemper-coal-plant-legal-battles-over/
http://www.snl.com/InteractiveX/article.aspx?id=28807955&KPLT=4
http://www.enewspf.com/latest-news/science/science-a-environmental/54503-agreement-brings-clean-energy-investments-cleaner-air-to-mississippi.html
http://www.eenews.net/energywire/2014/08/05/stories/1060004054

